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At the OCDSB, we are looking forward to welcoming students and staff safely back to in-
person learning in September 2021. We know that for some families, the return to in-person 
learning may be challenging. The Ottawa-Carleton Virtual School is an option that families 
can consider.  Here is some information and thoughts for consideration as you and your child 
determine the best learning path for the 2021–2022 school year. 

IN-PERSON LEARNING VIRTUAL LEARNING

• All elementary programs will be 
offered

• COVID-19 safety procedures in place 
— distancing, masks, hand washing, 
protective equipment for staff

• Cohorting of students and emphasis 
on smaller class sizes where possible, 

• Staff rotate to classes to reduce 
student movements

• Specialized Program Classes will  
be offered

• Extended Day Programs available

• 50-50 Bilingual Kindergarten, English, 
Early French Immersion programs will 
be offered

• Middle French Immersion and 
Alternative Program will not be offered

• Students enrolled in specialized 
program class 

• Students who opt for virtual learning will 
be integrated in regular virtual classroom

• School day parental supervision required

• Larger class sizes than in-person

• Multi-grade groupings more likely

• Students receive 180-225 minutes of 
online (synchronous) instruction/day

YOUR CHILD AS A LEARNER
Does your child learn better in an online environment or in-person? Although many aspects of 
learning can be replicated in an online environment, the social development, peer interactions 
through recess, informal interactions can be quite different. 

Think about your child’s learning style, their relationships and their need for social interaction. 
Consider how their learning and social needs can best be met. 

PARENTAL SUPPORT FOR VIRTUAL LEARNING
Parental support is always important to learning. However, virtual learning through OCV requires 
parental supervision and more direct support during the school day, especially for younger learners 
and for some students with special education needs. 

Families should consider the schedule and needs of your household and what conditions you must 
have in place to support virtual learning.
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YEAR LONG COMMITMENT
We’re planning for the full school year with as few transitions as possible. Mid-year changes 
will be extremely limited; only under the most extenuating circumstance would a move from 
virtual to in-person or vice-versa be considered, and this would be space permitting. 

Families should determine which learning option best meets their needs for the entire school year.

PROGRAMS
The OCDSB offers a full range of programs and all of these will be available for in-person 
learning. In OCV, only three programs will be offered;  

• 50/50 bilingual kindergarten, 

• English Program (Grades 1-8) and 

• Early French Immersion (Grades 1-8). 

The EFI program will provide 50% French language instruction in Grade 1-8. English 
Alternative and Middle French Immersion will be only provided in person. 

Consider the age and grade of your child, their current program and how it meets their needs, 
and what impact, if any, a change in program might have.

CLASS SIZES
Class sizes are based on Ministry requirements and the average class size is calculated across 
the district, not by school. Similar to this year, class sizes will be larger in OCV in order to 
help maintain physical distancing for in-person classes. Kindergarten classes will be up to 29, 
grades 1-3 up to 23 and classes in grades 4-8 up to approximately 28 students in combined 
grade classes and up to 35 in single grade classes.  

Families should consider the learning needs of their child and their experience with class size.

SCHOOL DAY
Elementary students attending school in-person will follow the regular school day schedule. 
For elementary students in OCV, the school day will start at 9:00 a.m. and end at 3:30 p.m. 
There will be 90 minutes of scheduled nutrition breaks and recesses supervised by families. 

Families should consider the school day schedule, other childcare requirements to assess 
which best meets the needs of their family. 

SYNCHRONOUS SCREEN TIME versus CLASSROOM INSTRUCTION
Students will use technology in both in-person learning and in OCV. Virtual learning is based 
on live video instruction with an educator (synchronous learning) and that requires more screen 
time. Students in OCV must complete a fixed number of daily online minutes of learning.

• In Kindergarten - there will be 180 minutes of synchronous learning and 120 minutes of 
asynchronous time;

• In Grades 1-8 - there will be 225 minutes of synchronous and 75 minutes of asynchronous time



There will not be any synchronous opt out. Families should consider how their children learn, 
the capacity to work independently, ability to maintain focus for shorter or longer periods and 
whether and how the learner is affected by extended screen time.

TECHNOLOGY
The use of technology is essential to virtual learning. Families requiring a Chromebook for 
their child will be provided with one. 

Families should consider the student’s comfort level using technology for their learning and 
the capacity to support technology issues during the school day. 

SPECIALIZED PROGRAM CLASSES
This year we have learned that the needs of students in specialized program classes are best 
met through an in-person model. Specialized program classes (both special education and 
ELD) will be offered in-person only. 

Families of students presently enrolled in Specialized Program Classes who wish to attend 
OCV will be integrated into a regular OCV classroom with online support through an 
Education Assistant, Learning Support Teacher and/or Learning Resource Teacher. The 
support will be provided as their Individual Education Plan, or through English as Second 
Language/English Language Development (ESL/ELD) support. 

CONNECTION WITH SCHOOL COMMUNITY
Creating a sense of school community is important. Next year, there will be increased focus 
on building an OCV school community.  Students learning virtually will be registered with 
OCV, and will join with other OCV students across their family of schools to create an OCV 
community of learners. Where possible, Grade 8 students will have the opportunity to 
participate in leaving ceremonies with their peers in their home school. 

Families should consider their connection to the school community and whether that is a 
factor in their decision about learning for the 2021-2022 school year.

EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES
As the school year begins there will be limited opportunities for in-person clubs, teams and 
events in any of our schools. As we move through the 2021/2022 school year and the COVID 
situation changes, our goal will be to resume in-person extra-curricular activities incrementally 
and as it is safe to do so. OCV students and staff will be encouraged to pursue virtual and online 
opportunities for OCV learners, but will not engage in in-person extra-curricular activities.  

Families should consider their child’s extra-curricular interests and how those needs can be 
addressed outside of the school day.  

COMPLETE THE FORM
Between March 4th and 14th, the school will send a form by email. Please complete one form 
for each child and return by 11:59 p.m. on March 14th.


